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NICHOLSON ROAD FLYOVER — CANNING VALE 

Grievance 

MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.40 am]: I rise today on a matter of grave 
importance, with a grievance to the very hardworking Minister for Transport. I wish to convey to the minister the 
frustration of my community over congestion through Canning Vale and Southern River. I look forward to, hopefully, 
hearing some good news from the minister about what we can do about a key intersection in my community, the 
intersection of Nicholson Road, Yale Road and Garden Street. There have been plans promised for a long time, 
many by the previous Liberal government, which has a very poor track record on all things infrastructure in my 
community. I could rattle off the promised train lines that were never delivered, at Nicholson Road and Ranford Road. 
I could talk about the lack of expansion of the Ranford Road railway bridge. Those are all things that this minister 
has delivered on. 

My community of Canning Vale, Southern River, Huntingdale and Gosnells trusts the Minister for Transport and 
Mark McGowan to deliver infrastructure in our area. My community wishes for us to build a Nicholson Road flyover 
bridge. There is support for it. The roundabout at Garden Street, Yale Road and Nicholson Road is a nightmare. 
I drive through it every day. It is a complicated intersection, and it is only going to get more complicated, because 
more and more people want to live in my community. There are only two main ways in and out of Canning Vale—
Nicholson Road and Ranford Road—and the roundabout is key piece of infrastructure. 

I formally ask the minister: Is there anything that we as a government can do? Are there any funds in the budget 
to build a Nicholson Road flyover? Is the minister able to confirm funding for it so that I can continue to consult and 
work with my community? We already have a trusted brand in Metronet. We have faith in Premier Mark McGowan 
and in the Minister for Transport to continue building the infrastructure that we need. Can the minister inform the 
chamber—and me, so that I can inform my community—how the federal government can work with us? 

I would like to acknowledge that recently, in the last federal election, we lost a very good friend of my community, 
Ben Morton—a very hardworking member of the federal Parliament and a lovely man. I look forward to him standing 
in the Cottesloe by-election soon. He worked very hard for us, bless his cotton socks. Sam Lim, the new federal 
champion for my part of Canning Vale and Tangney, is also very hardworking. Sam Lim and Matt Keogh, on behalf 
of the federal government, also promised over $35 million towards the Nicholson Road intersection at the last 
election. I was very appreciative that Ben Morton also made that promise. It was very good to go into the federal 
election knowing that. I have been working with our Minister for Transport for some time about this very important 
intersection. I ask: moving on from the federal election and the state budget, do we have funds allocated to the project? 

Here is a little bit of history. The fact that the McGowan government is delivering on its promises actually complicates 
things for my community. The Nicholson Road train station is being built. There will be a thousand car bays. It is 
going to transform my community. But the station will be within metres of this complicated intersection. I want 
to thank one of my mentors, Chris Tallentire, for his hard work in putting through so many things in that regard, 
and I want to thank a number of the local Labor members who have delivered on their promises. It will be an 
important part of the area, but the intersection will be complicated. 
As I mentioned, the Liberals promised the Nicholson Road train station at multiple elections. They promised road 
upgrades and major infrastructure upgrades for my community—this is the state Liberal Party that I am talking 
about. I am sure I do not have to tell the minister that the state Liberal Party’s promises to my community are often 
very shallow. I would even go so far as to call the state Liberal Party “custard guts” on those matters. The Liberals 
just do not have the ability to deliver on any of their promises to our community. Actually, I remember the term 
“custard guts” being used by the now Attorney General in reference to the member for North West Central about 
10 years ago. The Nats and Libs are lovely, but they do not deliver on their promises in my community. They are 
yellow. Custard guts is one of their trademarks. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr T.J. HEALY: I am very happy to lay on the table the reference to custard guts and the member for North West 
Central. Is that okay, Acting Speaker? 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr T.J. HEALY: It was on 11 August 2009. Was that your question to me, member? 
A member interjected. 
Mr T.J. HEALY: I think it was. I will read it out. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Thank you, members! Leader of the Opposition! Member for 
Southern River, leave is granted for you to do so for the duration of today’s sitting. 
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[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
Mr T.J. HEALY: Thank you very much. Just so we can move on, I greatly appreciate the work that the Minister for 
Transport has done in my community. My community has a lot of faith in this minister, and I look forward to hearing 
about the great plans to build this bridge and our train stations and the infrastructure that my community needs. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.47 am]: I thank the member for Southern River for 
the grievance. It is true: there is a lot of activity happening around the member’s electorate and across those suburbs. 
There is no better advocate than the member for Southern River for his electorate. He is an outstanding campaigner, 
member of Parliament and advocate for projects throughout the area. 
As he rightly points out, there is a lot of activity happening. The new Nicholson Road train station is being built. 
The Thornlie–Cockburn rail link is being built, and, as part of the associated works, there is also the Ranford Road 
duplication. That is a big project in itself. The Ranford Road project will see a number of new lanes, including 
dedicated bus lanes, being built. That will reduce congestion and remove the bottleneck in the member’s area, and 
that is nearing completion. So there is a lot of work happening throughout the area. 
There is an issue with the Nicholson Road roundabout, on Nicholson, Garden and Yale. I think anyone who has been 
through that area understands exactly what congestion really is at those peak times. When overseeing transport 
projects, the goal is not just to move congestion but to try to fix it with an overall project. In hindsight, when the 
Nicholson Road Bridge was built, it should have been built a bit longer to deal with the roundabout issue—but it was 
not, so we have another project that we need to deliver. The member for Southern River has raised the roundabout 
issue with me a number of times in the corridors of Parliament. Sometimes I try to avoid the member for Southern River 
because he always raises issues with me, but he outruns me, which is a problem! He has raised the issue of congestion 
on the roundabout and the need for a plan to fix that problem on a number of occasions. If we look at the numbers, 
we see that it is indeed a very congested roundabout. Nicholson Road carries an average of 53 877 vehicles per 
day north of intersection and 32 141 vehicles per day west of the intersection. Garden Street carries an average of 
23 000 vehicles per day, which is a significant amount, and Yale Road carries an average of 15 970 vehicles per 
day. In the five years from 2017 to 31 December 2021, there were 206 crashes at the intersection, giving it a state 
intersection crash ranking of three based on frequency. All the statistics show that it is indeed a problem area. 
As the member for Southern River outlined, we are building a new Metronet station and car bays, and we are seeing 
a lot of activity in that area with a new small shopping precinct being built. There is a lot of activity in that area, 
which will only increase when that train station opens. This area is already congested but it will see more activity. 
We commenced planning a new roundabout and sought federal funding. One of the first major commitments made 
by the then Albanese opposition to WA was this roundabout, which was very congested on the morning that we 
took our federal counterparts to see it. I like it when the roads on which we want money spent are congested when 
they are shown to federal opposition members or federal ministers because it proves a point. That morning, member, 
I remember there was a lot of traffic in that area. I went out there with the then opposition spokesperson for transport, 
Catherine King, the federal Labor candidate at the time, Sam Lim, and your good self, member for Southern River. 
The federal Labor opposition committed $35 million to upgrade that intersection. It was a very strong early commitment 
from the Albanese opposition and the then Labor candidate Sam Lim. A lot of people talked about the project, but 
federal Labor put money on the table straightaway. Planning that project has enabled us to have the full funding 
to deliver it. 
The project scope will include the construction of a bridge connecting Garden Street and Nicholson Road over the 
existing roundabout carrying two lanes of traffic and modification of the two single left lanes to a two-lane connection 
with two lanes merging into one. It is pretty complicated. I suspect that we will need maps and further consultation 
to work through all the detail. The aim, of course, is to reduce network congestion and improve vehicle efficiency 
and road safety. 
Another key part of the project will be pedestrian connectivity because there is the residential area, a major activity 
precinct being developed with a rail line, the police station, the shops and a baseball centre on the other corner. Just 
near that area is a big commercial complex that used to be the Coles distribution centre, where, after driving down 
the hill from Roleystone, I used to deliver fruit with my dad. That is where the Coles distribution centre used to be 
many, many years ago. I remember going to the Coles DC with my dad to drop off fruit. 
I am really pleased to say that we have the funding to proceed with this project. We will be working with the member 
for Southern River and other local members to make sure that we consult well with the community to improve that 
pedestrian–cyclist access. One of the great benefits that we can achieve from this is making sure that there is 
uninterrupted access to the train station from the bridge. That is something that we can look at incorporating to 
make sure that all four corners of the roundabout—if there is such a thing—that are currently segregated can be 
joined to improve connectivity in this area. 
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I thank the member for his excellent advocacy on this issue. I know that we will continue to work hard to deliver 
the infrastructure that the suburbs in his area need so that people can move freely around the community, take their 
kids to school and get to the shops and work. 
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